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Regional

Study abroad scholarships a good use of taxes
There is little doubt that an international experience
is one of the most life-changing events for a college student. That is what one hears from students when they
return, particularly from those who have never even
been abroad in their lives. Cost is usually mentioned
as the major barrier for Americans to have such an
experience. And this barrier can be particularly high for
minority and first-generation college students.
Yet, there is a little known but very successful federal
program known as The Benjamin A. Gilman International
Scholarship Program that serves to help U.S. college students interested in going abroad.
Named after the former Republican U.S. Representative
from New York, the program was established in 2001
and is administered by the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. Gilman, who
retired in 2002 after serving in the House for 30 years
and chairing the House Foreign Relations Committee,
commented, "Study abroad is a special experience for
every student who participates. Living and learning in
a vastly different environment of another nation not
only exposes our students to alternate views, but also
adds an enriching social and cultural experience. It also
provides our students with the opportunity to return
home with a deeper understanding of their place in the
world, encouraging them to be a contributor, rather than
a spectator in the international community."
The aim of this initiative is to offer grants for undergraduate students who are U.S. citizens and have limited
financial means to participate in study and internship
programs abroad. Award recipients are chosen through
a competitive selection process and must use the award
to defray eligible study or intern abroad costs, such as
program tuition, room and board, books, local trans-
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portation, insurance and international airfare. Since its
inception the program has awarded more than 22,000
scholarships.
Last April the program published a report full of good
news, the kind one rarely sees publicized about higher
education anymore. The report was the result of a study
of the medium- and longer-term outcomes for recipients
of the Gilman scholarship between the years 2003 and
2010. It also considered the impact of the scholarships
on U.S. higher education institutions and on the families
and communities of scholarship recipients.
The data collected showed that representation of
minorities among Gilman scholarship recipients well
exceeds that of the U.S. study abroad population as a
whole. For example, the participation in the Gilman
program from African-American, Latino and Asian communities was two to three times greater than their participation in U.S. study abroad overall. Furthermore, about
half of Gilman scholars in the cohort examined were part
of the first generation in their families to enroll in higher
education.
The study also showed that there was a significant
impact on the way these students saw the world and that
they expressed an increased interest in working on global issues while improving their foreign language skills.
For example, 66 percent of Gilman scholar survey
respondents found opportunities to serve as a bridge
between Americans and people from different countries

and cultures when they returned to the United States.
While 52 percent of the survey respondents said that
they had had concerns about living in a foreign country
prior to participation in the program, 79 percent continued to follow media coverage of the country or geopolitical region where they studied and 74 percent kept up
an active interest in the culture of the country where they
studied following their return to the U.S.
Of the 1,441 survey respondents who returned to
undergraduate studies after their Gilman scholarship,
87 percent reported taking a greater interest in international or cross-cultural topics, and more than one-third
indicated that they had chosen an academic major or
minor field of concentration with an international or
cross-cultural focus.
Seventy-nine percent of survey respondents studied a
foreign language while on their academic study abroad
program. And among those, 82 percent sought opportunities to speak the language they had studied when they
returned home.
Of the 819 survey respondents who were attending or
already completed graduate or professional school at the
time of the evaluation, 48 percent had chosen a concentration with an international or cross-cultural focus, and
36 percent had studied abroad again or pursued international field research.
Eighty-three percent of survey respondents indicated that the Gilman scholarship had enabled them to
undertake academic activities overseas that they could
not have taken at their home institutions. Eighty-three
percent of survey respondents found jobs where they
could interact with people from different backgrounds
or nationalities, and 54 percent reported working in
a field that includes an international or cross-cultural

component.
Almost three-quarters (73 percent) of survey respondents reported that the Gilman scholarship experience
caused them to broaden the geographic range of locations where they were willing to work in the future.
One-third of university representatives interviewed,
across all types of institutions, credited the Gilman
scholarship directly for changes in their school’s study
abroad program offerings and for contributing to their
internationalization efforts. Many stated that the Gilman
scholarship had allowed them to expand their study
abroad programs to more diverse, non-traditional locations, including Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Middle East.
Several study abroad representatives, primarily at
minority serving institutions, reported using the Gilman
scholarship parameters as a model for revising their
study abroad programs. Other effects included adaptation of campus study abroad programs to meet Gilman
scholarship parameters, attracting new sources of funding for study abroad in general, expanding course
offerings to help students prepare for a wider array of
study abroad opportunities and promoting professional
development of study abroad professionals.
In a globalized world where we need more U.S. citizens versed in the ways of dealing with international
affairs, the Gilman scholarship program is an excellent
example of your tax money put to good use.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education. He
can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net

Cub Scouts schedule
informational meetings
For the Intelligencer
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Pedal and Paint
Youngsters gather in the Pedal and Paint Art Tent, sponsored by First Clover Leaf Bank and the Edwardsville Arts Center, on
Saturday during the TheBANK of Edwardsville Rotary Criterium Festival. Children, many who also competed in youth-division
bike races, had an opportunity to create their own pieces of art, have them framed and take them home. It was one of many
activities at the Criterium.

Area Cub Scout packs are now
forming for the 2016-17 school year.
Any boy, first grad through fifth
grade, is eligible to join.
The following informational meetings have been scheduled in the
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon area:
• Pack 4034 – Glen Carbon Kiwanis
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of
every month at Liberty Middle
School in Edwardsville
Contact: Margaret Anderson, (618)
779-2427, scouting@pack4034.com
To join Pack 4034, please sign
up on Thursday, September 1st at
7pm in the Glen Carbon Elementary
School Cafeteria
• Pack 4075 – First Presbyterian
Church
Meets on the 3rd Thursday of
every month at the Woodland School
in Edwardsville
Contact: Tim Conrad, (314) 4525261, pack4075edwardsville@gmail.

Beatles tribute will
return to Prairietown
For the Intelligencer

MEHS

Back by popular demand, the
“When I’m 64” Beatles Music
Festival returns to Prairietown IL
Fireman’s Park on September 10,
Noon to 9 pm. Prairietown is located
20 minutes north of Edwardsville
IL. The event is sponsored as a fund
raiser for Unity Lutheran Christian
Elementary School in East St. Louis.
The “When I’m 64” event in 2015
was a huge success with five bands
and 300 guests. On September 10,
seven bands will perform live covers of your favorite Beatles tunes,
beginning at Noon with the E-Street
Ensemble and followed by Johnny
Mas and the Sea Bass, Ken Martin,
OOPA, and Trevor Taynor. The festival atmosphere and fun will continue in the evening with Whiskey
River and Men In Heat.
Craft vendors will be on hand, as
well as local Beatles enthusiast Sara
Schmidt. Sara will be signing and
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The state of the kennels has
allowed MEHS to only be able to
house two-thirds of the dogs that
it should be able to accommodate.
“Currently our kennel is composed
of chain-link kennel doors. It's gotten to the point that we can't use
certain kennels because of the general wear and tear,” Schmidt noted.
The kennel renovation will begin
on Aug. 28 when the old kennels
will be torn down. Then on Sept.
2 and Sept. 3 the new kennels will
be installed. “We'll also be painting
during that week. So we'll have
a completely fresh look,” Schmidt
said.
The current kennel doors and
paneling, of chain link, will be torn
down and replaced with a laminate
material. Schmidt pointed out that
this specific material was chosen
as it is known for being easier to
clean, calming for the dogs and will
be a more inviting environment for
potential adopters.
The new kennel will be complete
on Sept. 3.
Schmidt stressed that they are
hoping to get the remaining eight
dogs adopted prior to the renovation beginning. “What we have
are dogs that have been here for
months. The reason many of them
are still here is because they may not
show to the public well,” Schmidt
explained.
She elaborated pointing out that
the dogs remaining may be scared
when new people walk in or they
may bark loud or some, like the
black lab, are notoriously known for
not being picked first because of its
coloring. “They are all really sweet
dogs,” Schmidt added. “Some of
them are going to need some basic
obedience work – they may pull on
the leash or they are still learning
how to be potty trained – but for
most part, they are just not showing
well in the kennel.”
To help overcome this obstacle,
the MEHS staff will be taking the
dogs out of the kennels for anyone
who is interested in one of them.
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This black lab, one of eight dogs at the Metro East Humane Society, is currently up for
adoption.
“We'll get the dogs out for them
to see how they act outside of the
kennel because they are completely
different dogs outside the kennel,”
Schmidt said.
Aside from the black lab, Schmidt
pointed out that of the remaining
eight, there are also two Australian
shepherd mix dogs and a number of
terrier mixes and lab mixes.
Although they are hopeful that
the dogs will be adopted, Schmidt
assured that the dogs will be well
taken care of if they are not adopted
before the renovation begins. “We

are a no kill facility,” she emphasized. “They will be scattered
throughout our building throughout the renovation if we don't find
placement for them. It's just more
ideal for them to not go through the
stress of the renovation.”
She also noted that they have
activities planned for any dog that
may remain. They will be going
on field trips to the Watershed and
walks down Main Street. “Ideally
we'd like for them to be in a home
and not here,” Schmidt said.
Anyone interested in adopting

one of the remaining eight can stop
by the MEHS, which is located at
8495 Route 143 in Edwardsville.
MEHS is open 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday and
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday.
MEHS provides adoption, spay/
neuter, humane investigation and
education services to a five-county area in southwestern Illinois.
Throughout its more than 30-year
history, MEHS has placed thousands of dogs and cats with forever
families, including 353 dogs/puppies and 369 cats/kittens in 2015
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To join Pack 4075, please sign up
on Wednesday, August 24th at 6pm
in the Nelson Elementary School
Cafeteria
• Pack 4216 – Knights of Columbus
Meets on the 3rd Sunday of every
month at St. Cecilia’s Church in Glen
Carbon
Contact: Melissa Lewis, (314) 7493688, ihscoutlover2@icloud.com
To join Pack 4216, please sign
up on Thursday, September 1st at
6:00pm in the Goshen Elementary
School Commons
• Pack 4316 – First Baptist Church
Meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at the First Baptist Church of
Edwardsville
Contact: Todd Sivia, (618) 8306565, tws@sivialaw.com
To join Pack 4316, please sign up
on Tuesday, August 30th at 6pm at
Joe Glik Park in Edwardsville
If you can’t make it to one of these
recruiting events, please register
online by visiting beascout.org

It’s a county issue, Dunstan said,
because voters often tell their representatives that they want their
property tax bill reduced. Tax bills
are mailed out by each county, with
the largest chunk – more than 62
percent – going to school districts,
which are trying to compensate for
a lack of state funding. The county’s portion of the tax bill is only
8 percent. “It has actually gone
down, but because we send out the
tax bill, we get the blame,” Dunstan
said.
Illinois is among the lowest in
the country for funding its public schools, according to County
Administrator Joe Parente. “That’s
the reason why Illinois has some

selling copies of her book entitled
“Beatlemania in St. Louis,” chronicling
the 1966 visit of the Fab Four to Busch
Stadium. The Octopus’s Garden will
provide activities for children all day.
Food and drink may be brought
in by attendees or purchased on site.
There is no cover charge for the 9-hour
event but donations will be gratefully
accepted to cover costs. For anyone
who donates $100 or more, a special
VIP hospitality tent will be provided.
Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary
School has classes for 3 year olds
through Grade Eight. For the past thirteen years, Unity has provided a Christlike environment for children in East St.
Louis. The school is primarily funded
by caring donors who step out of their
comfort zone to give money and help
those less privileged.
For further info about the school
or the “When I’m 64” event, call
Paul Miller a (618) 520-2673, visit
www.unityesl.org, or visit the Unity
Lutheran School Facebook page entitled “When I’m 64.”
of the highest property taxes in the
country, too,” Parente said.
Art Asadorian and Liz Dalton disagreed with Walters’ contention that
voters won’t realize that the question
is only an advisory one. “I have a little bit more confidence than some,”
said Asadorian, who represents parts
of Granite City. “I believe voters can
actually read what they’re voting
on.”
Said Dalton: “You have to give
voters credit for knowing what
they’re voting on. I know there are
some that don’t, but a majority are
very educated now and I think we
should give them a chance to say that
yes, they are advised on this. Because
some of the people are not aware that
the state is not funding education as
much as they are supposed to. And I
think that by bringing this to light, it
tells the state that it’s really lagging
behind, and they really do need to
get on board.”
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Their probationary and training completion date is in February, 2017.
Chief Flaugher reported that the officers of the department had interviewed both men and the consensus was that they would be good additions
to the department.

